First memories of diversity

Aim of the activity

To raise the awareness of the participants about positive and negative approaches to differences and how it impacts on a child. 
Desired outcomes


The participants are aware of the importance and consequences of the first experiences of differences.
Step-by-step description

1. Watch this video about implicit bias: Peanut Butter, Jelly and Racism https://nyti.ms/2jSAhZe (source: New York Times free teaching materials)

2. Read the following checklist of cultural privileges (by McIntosh):

· I can live where I want to live.

· I can worship where I want to worship & near where I live.

· I can shop where I will not be followed or harassed & my form of payment is accepted.

· I can find my preferred kinds of food, clothing, hair salons, hair products, music, etc.

· I can find people like me portrayed positively on television, in the movies, in songs, etc.

· I can find posters, toys, dolls, greeting cards, etc., that show people like me.

· I can find people like me portrayed positively in books, etc., about our nation & history.

· I can find people like me in most textbooks & teaching materials.

· I can say what I want about people & be accepted by the people around me.

· I can be with people like me.

Think about your life and list any of these statements that you think doesn’t apply to you. Think of your first memory of being different from others in this respect.

3. Do you think your own community is diverse? Take stock of diversity in your own environment by filling the table below:

	IN MY ENVIRONMENT
	GENDER
	RACE
	ETHNICITY
	SEXUALITY
	ABILITY
	RELIGION

	I am
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	My Co-workers are
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	My supervisor is
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	My elementary school was predominantly
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	My teachers were mostly
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Most of my close friends are
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	My dentist is
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	My doctor is
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Other people who live in my home are
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	People who regularly visit my home are
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	My neighbors are
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


Further reading

Peggy McIntosh: Unpacking Your Diversity Knapsack http://www.winnipeg.ca/clerks/boards/citizenequity/pdfs/white_privilege.pdf
